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A Textual Research on the Ming Dynasty Great Wall in Guanbao,

West Road, Xuanfu Town

Zhang Yimeng

Abstract: Based on an analysis of the construction process, quantity, settlement structure

and historical context of the fortresses on the Ming Dynasty Great Wall in the West Road

of Xuanfu town, this paper argues that the Ming Dynasty military hierarchy of “Dusi-Wei-
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Suo” the defensive hierarchy of the Great Wall are two different systems. Correlations existed
between the sizes of fortresses and their grades in the Ming dynasty military system, while
when it comes to the Great Wall, the defensive grades of fortresses are determined by the ranks
of military officers and the numbers of garrisons. With the change of defense strategy under the
Ming Dynasty, the military hierarchy based on the size of fortresses was gradually abandoned.
The construction of fortresses on the West Road was completed according to the planning
implemented since the early Ming Dynasty, rather than reacting to historical events such as the

“Tumu Incident” and the “Longging Negotiation”.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty Great Wall; Xuanfu Town; West Road; military system; defensive
grade





